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Jesus’s parables all pointed to one thing- the kingdom of Heaven. Through 
these stories, he tells us how we can come to it, how we must live in it, and 
how we can share it with others. The stories of Jesus guide us in our lives, 
just like the stories we learned as children taught us life lessons. While we 
may have learned about knights, princesses, and far-off kingdoms, the Bible 
teaches us the most important tales of them all, which we’ll learn about in this 
5-week sermon series. 

Go therefore and make  
disciples of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit,  
teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.  

Jesus the Messiah

OUR MISSION OUR VISION
To bring the hope of Jesus to all 

people. 

We will do this by  
Sharing the Gospel,  

Connecting them to the Church,  
Equipping them for Ministry, and 

Multiplying disciples. 

OUR VALUES
As we follow Jesus, we live out His 

values: 

Biblical Truth 
Real Relationships 
Inspired Worship 
Selfless Service 
Spirit-Led Living

In 2026, CCW will be exploring the life of Jesus with the help of the Quest52 
study guide by Mark Moore. If you’d like to grow further in your understanding 
of Jesus and what it means to follow Him, consider checking out some of the 
following resources: 

•	 Quest52 Book (Mark Moore): The Q52 book includes a weekly reading and 
an additional stretch goal for each day of the week. Purchase the book on 
your favorite online shopping venue. 

Note: If you’re reading along with your CCW family, check out the reading 
guide on the next page. 

•	 markmoore.org/quest52: A weekly video to go along with the reading plus 
additional resources. 
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Q52 READING PLAN
Over the course of 2026, we’ll be reading through the Quest52 book together. BUT for this 
schedule to work, we’ve had to modify the pace of the reading a bit! This chart shows the Q52 
schedule for the entire year and when we’ll be reading each of the chapters: 

Date Read
1.18 C1: Is God Jesus? 

1.25 C2: Is Life Random? 
C3: Can God Use Me...? 

2.1 C4: Does God play favorites?

2.8 C5: Did Jesus know He was God when 
He was a boy?

2.15 C6: If Jesus is perfect, why was He bap-
tized? 

2.22 C7: Did Jesus have a life purpose? 

3.1 C9: How do I recognize God’s call on 
my life? 

3.8 C10: How do you get into Jesus’ inner 
circle? 

3.15 C11: Does my past determine my futu-
re? 

3.22 C12: Who are social influencers for 
Jesus? 
C13: Part 2

3.29 C14: Is Christianity boring? 

4.5

4.12 C15: Can Jesus turn my storm into a 
story? 

4.19 C16: Can Jesus provide for my needs? 

4.26 C17: Is Jesus really divine? 

5.3 C18: Does Jesus really care about my 
pain?  

5.10 C19: Can Jesus make me clean? 

5.17 C20: Is Jesus impressed with me? 

5.24 C21: Can Jesus restore my relations-
hips? 

5.31 C22: Can Jesus give me life? 

6.7 C23: Can Jesus forgive me? 
C24: What do we need from Jesus?

6.14 C25: Can Jesus help me see clearly?

6.21 C26: Can Jesus accept me? 

6.27 C27: What did Jesus say about social 
justice? 

Date Read
7.5 C28: What did Jesus say about mora-

lity? 

7.12 C29: What did Jesus say about reli-
gious duties? 

7.19 C30: Why does Jesus care so much 
about my money? 

7.26 C31: How does Jesus feel about prodi-
gals? 

8.2 C32: How do I hear God’s voice? 

8.9 C33: How can I be sure I’m saved? 

8.16 C34: How did Jesus lead?  

8.23 C35: How can we share our faith effec-
tively? 

8.30 C36: Do you ever doubt your doubts?

9.6 C37: What makes you a good person?

9.13 C38: Who do you say Jesus is? 

9.20 C39: What’s worth worrying over? 

9.27 C40: Was Jesus political? 
C41: Was Jesus political? (P2) 

10.4 C42: Was Jesus full of Himself? 

10.11 C43: What did Jesus think about Him-
self? 

10.18 C44: How can I survive difficult days?

10.25 C45: How can we learn grit from how 
Jesus suffered? 

11.1 C46: How do you stay in control in a 
crisis? 

11.8 C47: How do you endure pain? 

11.15 C48: Why did Jesus die? 

11.22 C49: Did Jesus really rise from the 
dead? 

11.29 C50: What does Jesus expect us to do 
now? 

12.6 C51: How can we make Jesus famous?

12.13 C52: Who is Jesus? 
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Confidentiality	  
If the group is going to move towards au-
thenticity, then what’s shared in the group 
should stay in the group (note: for situations 
that you are not qualified to speak into, use a 
referal to Cornerstone Counseling).  

Don’t Rescue and Don’t Fix	  
Let people openly share without trying to 
solve their problems.  Only give advice if they 
request it.  

No Crosstalk		  
People feel valued when we listen.  The op-
posite is true as well: people will feel deval-
ued if they are constantly interrupted.  If 
someone has the floor, no other conversa-
tions should be happening.   

Give Everyone a Chance to Share		  
Everyone has something to contribute and 
everyone should feel heard.  Don’t be too 
quick to provide all of the answers.  Give oth-
ers space to share.  

Use Humor Responsibly 
Our conversation should build up rather 
than tear down.  Humor can be a great thing 
provided it is not used as the expense of oth-
ers.  

Use ‘I’ Statements 
Groups are an opportunity for self-reflection.  
We should be quick to reflect on how what 
we are studying should shape us personally, 
and slow to tell others how it should shape 
them.  

Fight for the Relationship 
Real relationships only thrive when we com-
mit to ‘fight’ for the relationship.  We will not 
hide from conflict or disagreement, but will 
instead discuss them in an open and healthy 
way.  

Multiply.   
The mission of the church is to multiply dis-
ciples.  Groups are one of the environments 
where this occurs.  You are involved in the 
discipleship of each person in your group.  
We ask that each of our group leaders has 
someone who they are equipping to be a 
disciple-maker.  

Create a safe environment.  
 When we say ‘safe’, we mean an environ-
ment where participants can freely share 
without feeling belittled or that what they 
share will get spread beyond the group. 
When we say ‘safe’, we also mean a group 
where participants can encounter Jesus and 
His plan for their life.  

Recognize that your group is unique.   
This booklet is designed to be a general 
guide, but every group is unique.  So when 
you’re planning, take into account what does 
and doesn’t work for your group and shape 
the session to their personalities and needs.  

Review the ground rules.  
Periodically, remind your group about the 
ground rules for the group.  

Ask lots of questions.   
Engaging leaders draw participants into the 
discussion.  Ask many questions and lead 
your group into self-discovery. Follow the 
70/30 rule: your goal should be to talk for less 
than 30% of the time.  If you’re going over 
that, then people in your group are going to 
feel limited in their ability to engage!

Get feedback.   
Improve your group by asking others for 
feedback.  

Seek wise counsel.   
There are some questions you won’t be able 
to answer and some situations you aren’t 
trained to handle.  That’s OK!  Know who 
your wise counsel is (whether a coach, min-
ister, or another disciple-maker) and turn to 
them in your time of need.

If you run into issues or need help navigating challenging circumstances 
in your group, contact me and I would be honored to help out. 

Joshua McGrew 
josh@ccw.church 

(352) 596-1388 (extension 227)
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PRODIGAL
Icebreaker    
Open the conversation with a question: 

•	  What is something that you’ve purchased 
that you’ve immiedately regretted? 

•	 Q52 Key Question: How does Jesus feel 
about prodigals?  

Talk About It
Watch: Chapter 31 (markmoore.org/quest52)

Scripture: Luke 15:11 - 32

Observe: 

•	 (11 - 12) What did the younger son desire 
from his father? What does this say about 
what he considered important in life?  

•	 (13 - 16) What happened to the wealth 
the young man inherited? Where did this 
leave the young man? 

•	 (17 - 19) What conclusion did the young 
man come to and what led him there? 

•	 (20 - 24) How did the father react to his 
returning son? What do you think caused 
him to react this way? 

•	 (25 - 28) What was the older brothers reac-
tion to his siblings return? What motivated 
him to react like this?  

•	 (28 - 32) What was the fathers justification 
to the older sons accusation? How was this 
suprising?  

Apply:  

•	 What is something that you’ve wasted 
your resources on along the way? What 
feelings come to mind when you think of 
that action?  

•	 In your personal journey, when did you 
find yourself in the pigpen? What awoke 
for Jesus?  

•	 What has made you feel unworthy of God’s 
love? 

•	 When you look at the father in this story, 
how would you compare his actions to 
God’s grace towards us? 

•	 How was the older brothers reaction justi-
fied? How was it misguided? 

•	 Which of the characters do you resonate 
with most in this parable? Why? 

•	 Which of your motivations, attitudes, or 
desires need to change when it comes to 
what God has blessed you with? 

•	 What things from my ‘pigpen’ am I hold-
ing onto that I need to release to God?  

•	 How is my view of God’s grace and His per-
spective of me going to change as a result 
of this story?  

Quest52 Questions:  

•	 What did we learn about Jesus from the 
readings and discussion in this session? 

•	 Knowing this about Him, what does it 
mean to follow in His Way?  

•	 How will you choose to live like Jesus this 
week (be specific)?  

Pray Together

Session One
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PARABLES
Icebreaker    
Open the conversation with a question: 
Would you describe yourself as having a 
‘green thumb’? Why or why not?   

•	 Q52 Key Question: How do I hear God’s 
voice? 

Talk About It
Watch: Chapter 32 (markmoore.org/quest52)

Scripture: Matthew 13:1 - 23

Observe: 

•	 (3 - 4) What happens to the seeds that fell 
on the path? 

•	 (5 - 6) Why did the plants in rocky soil im-
mediately wither away?  

•	 (7) How did the thorny soil effect the newly 
sprouting plants? 

•	 (8) What happened to the seeds that fell 
on the good soil?  

•	 (9) What invitation did Jesus give after tell-
ing the parable?  

•	 (10 - 12) What reason does Jesus give for 
teaching in parables? 

•	 (13 - 15) How do the prophecies of the First 
Testament support Jesus teaching in this 
way? 

•	 (16 - 17) Why does Jesus say that His dis-
ciples are blessed?  

•	 (18 - 22) According to Jesus, what do the 
seeds represent? What do each of the soils 
represent?  

•	 (23) What does the ‘good soil’ person do 
after hearing the Word of God?   

Apply:  

•	 What do you think keeps people from 

truly listening, even when God’s Word is 
right in front of them?  

•	 Which of the four soils do you most relate 
to right now?  

•	 When have you been like the soil on the 
path - resistant to the Word of God?  

•	 When have you been like the rocky soil - 
quick to respond to God’s Word but with 
short-lived change?  

•	 When have you been like the weedy soil 
- excited about God’s Word, but allowing 
the challenges of life to choke out that 
excitement?  

•	 What kinds of worries, distractions, or 
desires compete for your attention when 
you’re trying to hear from God?  

•	 Who has been an example of ‘good soil’ in 
your life? What qualities made them good 
soil?  

•	 What are the challenges you face in listen-
ing to and understanding God’s voice in 
your life?  

•	 What practical habit might you begin to 
practice this week to better hear the voice 
of God in your life?   

Quest52 Questions:  

•	 What did we learn about Jesus from the 
readings and discussion in this session? 

•	 Knowing this about Him, what does it 
mean to follow in His Way?  

•	 How will you choose to live like Jesus this 
week (be specific)?  

Pray Together

Session Two
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PARABLES
Session Two

BIAS
Icebreaker    
Open the conversation with a question: 

•	 When have you felt like your needs were 
being ignored? 

•	 Q52 Key Question: How can I be sure I’m 
saved?  

Talk About It
Watch: Chapter 33 (markmoore.org/quest52)

Scripture: Luke 10:25 - 37

Observe: 

•	 (25 - 28) What did the expert of the Law 
want to know? What was Jesus’ response? 

•	 (29) Why might the expert have asked this 
second question?  

•	 (30 - 33) What happened before the Good 
Samaritan showed up on the scene? Who 
passed by the wounded man and why was 
this surprising?  

•	 (33 - 35) How did the Samaritan treat the 
wounded man differently than the others? 

•	 (36 - 37) Of these characters, who does 
Jesus want us to behave like? Why might 
this have been surprising to His listeners in 
the 1st Century?   

Apply:  

•	 How should the commandments stated 
by the expert shape the way that we live? 

•	 Do you think the two people that passed 
the man should have stopped? Were they 
obligated to stop and help?  

•	 How does Jesus’ example of the Good Sa-
maritan relate to the question the expert 
asked?  

•	 ‘Neighbor’ can mean alof of different 
things. Why does the expert describe the 

neight as, ‘the one who had mercy on 
him’? 

•	 Where in your life do you find it challeng-
ing to ‘love your neighbor’? How have you 
see yourself act like the Levite and the 
Priest of this story?  

•	 What are the attitudes and behaviors that 
shaped the Good Samaritan to be such 
an excellent example in this story? What 
needs to shift in your life so that you can 
follow his model?  

•	 When being a ‘Good Samaritan’, how can 
you make sure that your motivations are 
centered in the right thing? 

•	 Jesus said, ‘You go and do likewise’. Who in 
your life can you show mercy towards (and 
as a result, love)?     

Quest52 Questions:  

•	 What did we learn about Jesus from the 
readings and discussion in this session? 

•	 Knowing this about Him, what does it 
mean to follow in His Way?  

•	 How will you choose to live like Jesus this 
week (be specific)?  

Pray Together

Session Three
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LEADERSHIP
Icebreaker    
Open the conversation with a question: 

•	 What are the top three qualities you would 
expect to see in a leader? 

•	 Q52 Key Question: How did Jesus lead? 

Talk About It
Watch: Chapter 34 (markmoore.org/quest52)

Scripture: John 10:1 - 21

Observe: 

•	 (1 - 4) How do you know if the person is 
a thief? What are characteristics of the 
Shepherd?  

•	 (5) How do the sheep respond to the voice 
of the Shepherd?  

•	 (7 - 10) What does it mean for Jesus to be 
‘the gate’? How is He different than the 
thief?  

•	 (11 - 15) As the Good Shepherd, how does 
Jesus interact with His sheep? How is this 
different than the hired man?  

•	 (16) What will happen with the ‘other 
sheep’ that Jesus refers to?  

•	 (17 - 18) What reason for the Father’s love 
does Jesus give in this passage? 

•	 (19 - 21) Why did some people accuse Jesus 
of possession? What defense did people 
give for why he could not be possessed?   

Apply:  

•	 Which characters(s) represent us in this 
story? 

•	 What does this teaching tell us about 
Jesus’ leadership style? How is it different 
than other leadership practices that you’ve 
seen in this world?  

•	 How has Jesus shown Himself to be a 
Good Shepherd in your life? How has He 
been the Gate?  

•	 Why is it that Jesus has to warn people 
to be on guard against the ‘Thief’? Why 
would people choose to follow the thief’s 
voice?  

•	 How can you differentiate between the 
voices of the Shepherd, the thief and the 
hired hand in your life? 

•	 What other voices have you followed in 
your life beyond Jesus and where did they 
lead? 

Quest52 Questions:  

•	 What did we learn about Jesus from the 
readings and discussion in this session? 

•	 Knowing this about Him, what does it 
mean to follow in His Way?  

•	 How will you choose to live like Jesus this 
week (be specific)?  

Pray Together

Session Four
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LEADERSHIP
Session Four

EVANGELISM
Icebreaker    
Open the conversation with a question: 

•	 When have you had to have a conversation 
that was terrifying? 

•	 Q52 Key Question: How can we share our 
faith effectively?  

Talk About It
Watch: Chapter 35 (markmoore.org/quest52)

Scripture: Matthew 10:5 - 39

Observe: 

•	 (5 - 7) What task did Jesus give His twelve 
apostles? What was the key message?  

•	 (8 - 14) What guidelines did Jesus give for 
the mission that the twelve were to go on?  
Which of these prompts do you find most 
surprising?  

•	 (16) What characteristics does Jesus tell His 
apostles that they will need as they com-
plete this mission? What animals does he 
use to represent these qualities?  

•	 (17 - 20) Why will the apostles not need to 
fear when they are dragged before  
authorities?  

•	 (21 - 25) What warnings does Jesus give to 
the apostles who would be proclaiming 
His Kingdom?  

•	 (26 - 33) What should the apostles not 
fear? Where should that fear be directed? 
How should that fear be reshaped by their 
understanding of God?  

•	 (34 - 36) Instead of peace, what does Jesus 
and His message bring to the world? What 
will be the effect of sharing His message? 

•	 (37 - 39) What must be sacrificed for those 
who are to follow in Jesus’ footsteps?  

Apply:  

•	 If Jesus was to send you out to share the 
news of His Kingdom, what would you 
pack for success? 

•	 How have you seen the news of Jesus 
cause division in this world? What does it 
give in the absence of worldly peace? 

•	 How confident are you in sharing the 
Good News of Jesus? What do you find are 
the factors that hold you back?  

•	 What do you find yourself worrying about 
more (or preoccupied with) than the mis-
sion that you have been given by Jesus?

•	 What threats, challenges, and conse-
quences face those that share the Good 
News today?   

•	 How can an understanding of God  
reshape the fear you have in sharing your 
faith?  

•	 Based on Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 10, 
how can you emulate the original apostles 
while sharing the news about God’s  
Kingdom?   

Quest52 Questions:  

•	 What did we learn about Jesus from the 
readings and discussion in this session? 

•	 Knowing this about Him, what does it 
mean to follow in His Way?  

•	 How will you choose to live like Jesus this 
week (be specific)?  

Pray Together

Session Five
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RESOURCES
EXTRA

Bibleproject.com

•	 The Parables of Jesus 

•	 Euangelion / Gospel

•	 Gospel of the Kingdom (Video & Podcast Series)

RightNow Media

•	 Live Life Kingdom-Sized (Nilav Kolay): Jesus declared that He had inau-
gurated the Kingdom of God, and when we choose to follow Him we 
become His subjects in the Kingdom. What is my role? How do I live as 
a Kingdom citizen while on earth? What does that look like in my every-
day life? In these six sessions, pastor Nilav Kolay looks at six parables as 
recorded in the gospel of Mathew to unpack teachings about the King-
dom. Our King desires that we join Him in his Kingdom and it will only 
be right for us to honour His desire and live accordingly.

•	 Parables of Jesus (Mark Scott): In this series, Dr. Mark Scott (New Testa-
ment faculty at Ozark Christian College) will help you to think about 
parables as the upside down stories that Jesus told to teach about the 
dynamic reign of God in the world. 

•	 Parables (Brody Jespersen): The gospels are saturated with parables, 
stories that Jesus shared that had hidden meaning. These stories were 
written in a familiar context that the original audience would under-
stand, but that does not mean they are irrelevant for us today. Through 
this three-part series we discover what we can learn from the unforgiv-
ing servant, the unprepared bridesmaids, and the unwise stewards. We 
trust that you will wrap up this series not only of the gifts you’ve been 
given, but the value in using them wisely!


